Vocabulary Institutions 

	War Powers Act
	Standing Committee
	Select Committee
	Conference Committee

	Joint Committee
	CBO
	GAO
	CRS

	Speaker of the House
	Senate Majority Leader
	President Pro Tempore
	Vice President 

	Baker v. Carr
	“One Man, One Vote”
	Redistricting 
	Apportionment

	Census
	Mid Term Elections
	17th Amendment
	Committee

	Subcommittee
	Reporting a Bill
	Franking Privilege
	Logrolling

	Filibuster
	Cloture
	Rules Committee
	House of Ways and Means Committee

	Gerrymandering
	Shaw v Reno 
	Senate Judiciary Committee
	Incumbency

	Pork-barrel legislation
	Earmarks
	Germane
	Non-germane

	Pigeon Holing
	Discharge Petition
	Hold
	22nd Amendment

	
	Federalist No. 78
	Federalist No. 70
	Trustee

	Writ of Certiorari
	In forma pauperis
	Amicus curiae
	Stare Decisis

	Judicial Activism
	Judicial Review
	Judicial Restraint
	Original Intent 

	Majority Opinion
	Dissenting Opinion
	Concurring Opinion
	Appellate Jurisdiction

	Original Jurisdiction
	Plea Bargain
	Criminal case
	Civil case

	Rule of four
	Solicitor General 
	Attorney General
	Bureaucracy

	Implementation
	Administrative Adjudication
	Rule making
	Executive Agreement

	Executive Order
	Executive Privilege
	Bully Pulpit/Power of Persuasion
	Government Corporation

	Executive Agency
	Regulatory Agency
	Spoils System
	Merit System

	Pendleton Act
	Hatch Act
	Going Native
	White House Staff

	Cabinet 
	OMB
	Legislative Oversight
	Nixon v. United States 

	Party Caucus
	Pendleton Civil Service Act of 1883
	Budget and Impoundment Control Act of 1974
	


Learning Objectives

1. Describe the different structures, powers and functions of each house of Congress.

2. Explain how the structure, powers and functions of both houses of Congress affect the policy making process.  

3. Explain how congressional behavior is influenced by election processes, partisanship and divided government.  

4. Explain how the president can implement a policy agenda.  

5. Explain how the president’s agenda can create tension and frequent confrontations with Congress.

6. Explain how presidents have interpreted and justified their use of formal and informal powers.

7. Explain how communication technology has changed the president’s relationship with the national constituency and the other branches.
8. Explain the principle of judicial review and how it checks the power of the state governments.

9. Explain how the exercise of judicial review in conjunction with life tenure can lead to debate about the legitimacy of the Supreme Court’s power.

10. Explain how other branches in the government can limit the Supreme Court’s power.

11. Explain how the bureaucracy carries out the responsibilities of the federal government.

12. Explain how the federal bureaucracy uses delegated discretionary authority for rule making and implementation.

13. Explain how Congress uses its oversight power in its relationship with the executive branch.

14. Explain how the president ensures that executive branch agencies and departments carry out their responsibilities in concert with the goals of the administration.

15. Explain the extent to which governmental branches can hold the bureaucracy accountable given the competing interests of Congress, the president, and the federal courts.
