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While the two houses of Congress must work together for much of what they accomplish, there are many characteristics that are different between them.  Use the textbook and other resources to complete the chart.
	Characteristic
	House of 

Representatives
	Senate

	Minimum
Age
	
	

	Minimum Years as U.S. Citizen
	
	

	Length of 

Term
	
	

	Number of Members 
	
	

	Number from Each State
	
	

	Area 
Represented 
	
	

	Number of Constituents 
	
	

	Presiding 
Officer
	
	

	Rules for 
Debate
	
	

	Role in Presidential Election
	
	

	Role in Impeachment 
	
	

	Role regarding Appropriations & Tax Bills
	
	Only the House gets this – not the Senate

	Role regarding Treaties 
	Only the Senate gets this – not the House
	

	Role regarding Presidential Appointments
	Only the Senate gets this – not the House
	

	Term Limits
	


Think about it – The House of Representatives is sometimes referred to as the “People’s House” while the Senate is known as the “Upper House”.  Use information from the chart to explain why.
Comparing the Houses of Congress ANSWER KEY
While the two houses of Congress must work together for much of what they accomplish, there are many characteristics that are different between them.  Use your text (chapter 8, p.215-217; p.220; & p.224-225) and other resources to complete this chart to show the contrasts.

	Characteristic
	House of 

Representatives
	Senate

	Minimum
Age
	25 years old
	 30 years old

	Minimum Years as U.S. Citizen
	7 years
	9 years

	Length of 

Term
	2 years
	6 years

	Number of Members 
	435
	100

	Number from Each State
	· Determined by census population,

· Minimum 1 per state
	2 per state

	Area 
Represented 
	district
	state

	Number of Constituents 
	Approximately 647,000
	Total population of state

	Presiding 
Officer
	Speaker of the House
	· Vice President of the United States
· President pro tempore

	Rules for 

Debate
	Strict, limited, established by rules committee
	Unlimited, 
may filibuster

	Role in Presidential Election
	Elects president if there is no majority in Electoral College
	Elect vice president if there is no majority in Electoral College

	Role in Impeachment 
	Begins impeachment hearings
	Hold impeachment trials

	Role regarding Appropriations & Tax Bills
	Introduce money bills (taxing & spending)
	Only the House gets this – not the Senate

	Role regarding Treaties 
	Only the Senate gets this – not the House
	Approve or reject treaties

	Role regarding Presidential Appointments
	Only the Senate gets this – not the House
	Confirm or reject president’s choices of cabinet officers, federal judges & ambassadors 

	Term Limits
	


Think about it – The House of Representatives is sometimes referred to as the “People’s House” while the Senate is known as the “Upper House”.  Use information from the chart to explain why.
